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was launched by POAU two years ago 
to halt 
American religious liberty has gained 
considerable momentum in an amazing- 
ly short time, but it must grow more, 
Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, founder 
of The Christian Century, told over 
4,000 persons assembled at Constitution 
Hall on January 31st for the closing 
session of POAU’s 
Conference on Church and State. 


Morrison held a press conference in 
Washington at 
American diplomatic relations with the 
Pope. He said: 


momentarily relieves the situation. But 
strong pressure is now being brought 
by Catholic forces in this country, and 
by the Vatican itself, to persuade the 


Taylor. 
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“RESISTANCE MOVEMENT” MUST GROW, 
MORRISON TELLS NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Part of the crowd of more than 4,000 persons 
Second National Conference on Church and State 


The “resistance movement” which 


numerous encroachments on 


Second National 
On the day before the Conference, Dr. 


which he 


discussed 


-.. Mr. Taylor’s recent resignation 


resident to appoint a successor to Mr. 





‘ 





who attended the evening session of the 
at Constitution Hall. 


“Many have been misled by the de- 
ceptive disguise under which Mr. Taylor 
was labeled as the President’s ‘personal 
representative’ and by the assurance that 
the appointment was only a temporary 
one. But the appointee was also invested 
with the rank of ambassador, and he has 
exercised all the functions and powers 
that belong to legally appointed am- 
bassadors. The status of ambassador has 
entirely eclipsed the ‘personal repre- 
sentative. The Pope himself made it 
perfectly clear that Mr, Taylor’s pres- 
ence at the Vatican marked a distinct 
departure from our government’s long- 
established policy. . . . 

“The claim that the Vatican 
highly important 


is a 
‘listening post’ is 


naive and fallacious. Its value for this 
purpose is greatly exaggerated. . . the 
ambassador learns only what the Vatican 
wishes him to learn, and this selective 
information is determined by the inter- 
(Continued on page 2) 





POAU Seeks Liberty 
For All—Archer 


Unless the “countless” existing viola- 
tions of the First Amendment are 
promptly and vigorously remedied by 
an aroused citizenry, the American peo- 
ple will one day wake up to find “that 
we are not only allowing ourselves to be 
robbed of our freedoms, but we are 
obliging the robbers by paying their 
expenses.” This was the theme of the 
brief but hard-hitting address of POAU 
Executive Director Glenn L. Archer at 
Constitution Hall during the National 
Conference. (Copies are available upon 
request. ) 

‘Besides the campaign on the national 
level to destroy the public school by at- 
tacks and by a quest for federal aid 
to church schools,” Archer declared, 
“the hierarchy has been busy, and suc- 
cessfully so, on the local and state levels. 

“In more than thirty states com- 
munities are disrupted by the fact that 
Catholic-controlled local school boards 
are diverting public funds to the Roman 
church. The Dixon and College Hill cases 
—now famous—are typical of the gen- 
eral pattern. In these schools, the Cath- 
olic religion is taught and other religions 
denounced at public expense.” 


Catholic Layman Agrees 

POAU’s opposition to the aggressive 
demands of the hierarchy is shared by 
“millions of Roman Catholic laymen,” 
Archer observed. As an example, he 
cited the publicly-stated views of Con- 
gressman Andrew Jacobs of Indiana, 
who has told Catholic audiences: 

“So long as we have the same right 
to send our children to public schools as 
anyone else, we are not discriminated 
against, and as Catholics we do not have 
a right to a separate publicly-supported 
school system, nor does any other group 
of people have such right.” 

The Executive Director concluded by 
reafirming POAU’s unyielding deter- 
mination to carry its “Battle for Free- 

(Continued on page 4) 





HIGHLIGHTS FROM MORRISON ADDRESS AT NAT’L CONFERENCE 


ests of the Roman Church... . 

“The Catholic Church is thereby given 
a special position of unique prestige in 
relation to the American state .. . 
which no other Church enjoys or de- 
sires.” 

On Aid to Education 

Dr. Morrison’s Constitution Hall ad- 
dress presented a masterful analysis 
of the controversy over federal aid to 
education during the two years of 
POAU’s existence. (The address is now 
being printed for general distribution. ) 
Below are a few of the highlights of the 
speech: 

“.. I personally hold that any sys- 
tem of church schools operating on the 
elementary and secondary levels in com- 
petition with the public school is incon- 
sistent with the ideals of democracy. 
But the legality of such schools cannot 
be questioned—provided the church it- 
self supports them. The Roman Church 
has always supported its schools in the 
past. But the church is now turning to 
the state and demanding support of its 
schools from the public treasury. It de- 
mands that a proportional share of tax 
funds, hitherto levied for public schools 
only, shall now be appropriated to its 
church schools. Its nuns and other teach- 
ers would then be paid by tax money. 
The major portion of its budget would 
then be financed by the public treasury. 
This is the ultimate aim of the Roman 
Catholic church.” 


On Released Time 


. . . Many Protestant churches ac- 
cepted it (the Supreme Court decision 
in the Champaign case) as the law of the 
land and have abandoned the released 
time project. . . They are now search- 
ing for a better plan. . . Others, led by 
the advice of professional leaders in 
religious education, have grudgingly 
modified the practice in respect to cer- 
tain legal technicalities, while. holding 
on to a sort of moral connection with 
the public school so that its prestige can 
be capitalized as an aid in recruiting 
pupils for church-supported religious 
instruction. .. . 

“POAU opposes Protestant violation 
of the law with the same forthrightness 
which characterizes its opposition to 
Roman Catholic violations. . . . If it 
found a Jewish violation it would expose 
and oppose it with equal zeal... .” 


On the Catholic Position 


“The pronouncement of the American 
hierarchy on November 20, 1948 .. . 
I am bound to say, was an honest docu- 
ment—a tribute which cannot be paid 
either to numerous previous utterances” 
or to “a crucial one” made later by 
Cardinal Spellman in an effort to re- 


“ 
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DR. CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON 


solve his controversy with Mrs. Roose- 
velt. 

“The document . . . should be in the 
hands of every citizen who wishes to 
be informed on Roman Catholic policy 
in the matter of church and state... . 
Especially should every Senator and 
Congressman make a close study of its 
contents before he casts his vote on any 
legislation proposing to appropriate or 
allow the expenditure of federal funds 
to parochial schools of the Roman 
church.” 


On the Barden Bill 


“The Barden bill was no more anti- 
Catholic than the tax levies for public 
schools in a thousand school districts in 
all the states, counties and cities of the 
nation. In fact, the Barden bill for fed- 
eral aid to public schools was modelled 
upon the established procedure through- 
out the United States whose tax measures 
for public schools make no mention of 
parochial schools.” 


On Catholic Apologists 

“Cardinal Spellman’s explosive at- 
tack on Congressman Barden and Mrs. 
Roosevelt, and the public reaction that 
followed it, convinced the hierarchy that 
it had gone too far in the candor and 
honesty of its November pronouncement, 
and drove Cardinal Spellman to resort 
to plain falsehood when he denied that 
the church was asking only for public 
support of the so-called ‘auxiliary serv- 
ices’ for its parochial schools. . . 

“I feel perfectly safe in predicting 
that, if and when a reformulation of 
Catholic doctrine is reached, the change 
will be purely verbal, and will leave the 
issue of separation of church and state 
precisely where it has always been. I 
make this prediction after a careful 








reading of a learned brochure by 
chief exponent of the revisionist strat 
Father Courtney Murray of the Jesu 
order. All patriotic Americans will } 
wise if they watch this new strateg 
with skeptical attention.” 





On Politics and the Constitutio, 


“I am well aware that the enta 
ment of this (educational) issue with 
the Roman Catholic demand for a shap 
in any federal aid presents to our S» 
ators and Congressmen a difficult ay 
embarrassing problem in practical poli 
tics. But 1 am bound to say that op 
lawmakers and law adminstrators are jp 
danger of misconceiving this issue. The 
tend to think of it as a contest betwee 
Catholics and Protestants. and that ; 
can be settled by some sort of con) 
promise. | have no doubt that not; 
few Senators whose hearts are in th 
right place on this matter voted for th 
bill, S. 246, twice passed by the Senay 
because they conceived it as the he 
‘compromise’ they could get. But 
Senator or Congressman who wo 
vote for any compromise on the sepan} 
tion of church and state simply does ng 
understand what is at stake for al] Pr 
testant and non-Roman churches. In ay 
compromise, these churches lose mud 
and gain nothing, while the Roms 
Church gains much and loses nothi 
This is not compromise. It is betrayal 
It will not settle anything. . . .” 


* *# # 





The response of POAU’ers to our 
quest for names to add to our maili 
list and for funds to pay postage, 
been so generous that we are unable | 
reply individually to the ardent s 
porters who have helped POAU so @ 
mirably. We take this means, therefor 
of expressing our heartfelt thanks. 










Believing in the principles and 
policies of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State, I hereby en- 


roll (or reaffirm) as a member. 











Name okt 
Street and No___ 
Post Office (City) —$-»__-_—— 

Zone _State____3 
I enclose $__ as 





[) membership fee 
[_] renewal of membership 
Make checks or money orders 
payable to: 
POAU, 1835 K Street, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 
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Churches Urged To Pay 
Proper Share of Taxes 


Tax-exempt, income-producing prop- 
erties owned by religious, charitable and 
educational institutions have increased 
$0 greatly in recent years that some 
federal and local officials are demanding 
a stricter government policy in this,re- 
spect. Their view is shared by a growing 
number of religious leaders who feel 
that special favors to church-owned busi- 
nesses are an inposition upon the public. 

The Rev. J. A. Leatherman, minister 
of the Hamline Methodist Church, Wash- 
ington, recently said: 

“The tax load has grown greater and 
isa heavy burden on the average citizen. 
| believe church institutions should pay 
their own way as far as taxes are con- 
cerned.” 

Citing evidence presented recently in 
the Christian Century that most cities 
exempt large tracts of church-owned 
real estate and business properties from 
taxation, the Washington minister went 
on to point out that in the District of 
Columbia, “with its Government, church, 
charitable and other ‘free-riding’ or- 
ganizations,” the amount of tax exemp- 
tions attains fabulous heights. 


Sacred Heart Foundation 


The Washington Post recently car- 
ried a story revealing the extent of the 
federal government’s generosity to one 
church “business.” Last year, accord- 
ing to the Post, the government put up 
four million dollars to guarantee Rus- 
sell Giffen’s California cotton plantation 
against loss, and approximately another 
million to guarantee the profits of Thom- 
as I. Campbell’s Montana wheat ranch. 
Both properties have been bought by 
the Sacred Heart Foundation, Inc., of 
OQmaha—a tax-free corporation, set up 
to administer the funds for the benefit 
of two Catholic orders, the Trappist 
monasteries in Kentucky, Georgia, Utah 
and New Mexico, and the Benedictine 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in Mis- 
souri. In addition to receiving aid from 
the Commodity Credit Corporation, both 
firms are now blessed with tax exemp- 
tion. Navy Secretary Francis P. Mat- 
thews and several Catholic priests and 
nuns who had been named as members 
of the Board of Trustees resigned after 
the “deal” was publicized, but they have 
been replaced by unnamed Catholic lay- 
men and the set-up remains. Giffen and 
Campbell, the former owners, are re- 
tained as managers at substantial sal- 
aries, 

By a stroke of irony, the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference recently 


_ adopted a resolution condemning land 
| Monopolization by large farm corpora- 


tions! 





‘‘Freedom’”’ Central Theme 


of Afternoon Session 





POAU President Poteat greets 
Congressman Barden 


The House Labor and Education Com- 
mittee will have to face the issue of 
church-state separation squarely as it 
again takes up the federal-aid-to-educa- 
tion bills, Congressman Graham A. Bar- 
den of North Carolina told the afternoon 
session of POAU’s Second National Con- 
ference on Church and State, meeting 
in the Calvary Baptist Church, Washing- 
ton. He revealed that he would re-intro- 
duce the principle of public aid for pub- 
lic schools only in a new bill which he 
has prepared for presentation to Con- 
gress, (H. R. 7160). 

Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, president 
of POAU; Dean W. Russell Bowie, of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York; 
and Freda Kirchwey, editor of the Na- 
tion, addressed the session on various 
aspects of the struggle over American 
liberties, emphasizing that the battle 
over the Barden bill is the first round 
of a long-range conflict whose outcome 
will determine the future of our de- 
mocracy. 


Principle at Stake 

Congressman Barden—who has been 
re-elected chairman of the special sub- 
committee on education after having 
been summarily removed from this posi- 
tion by Congressman Lesinski, chairman 
of the parent committee—made it clear 
to his enthusiastic audience that “it is 
not the amount of money, but the prin- 
ciple, which is at stake.” He added that 
this view of the educational question is 
shared by the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference, which seeks to establish 
the principle of public aid to sectarian 
institutions. Promising to fight hard and 
uncompromisingly against this effort, he 
declared that the controversy over his 
bill was important not only because of 
its immediate practical effect, but also 

















































because it is helping to alert the Amer 
ican people to the Roman Catholic hier 
archy’s general onslaught against the 
First Amendment. 


Everyone’s Problem 


Choosing as his theme, “Man’s Quest 
for Freedom,” Dr. Poteat pointed out 
that the conflict between authority and 
freedom is never finally solved, and that 
every individual must carry on a con 
stant struggle to attain and to maintain 
his freedom. By his own efforts, he said, 
“every man wins or loses his own per 
sonal freedom, but if he has ever had 
the sense of real freedom in him, no 
tyranny can ever take it away.” (Dr. 
Poteat’s time for delivering this ad- 
dress was necessarily limited, but a 
longer and more detailed treatment of 
this subject, which he delivered on 
Reformation Day at the Pullen Memorial 
Baptist Church, is now available in 
printed form. The title is, “Freedom: 
Heritage or Victory.”) 


“Reasons for Concern” 


Dean Bowie, speaking on “Reasons 
for Protestant Concern,” said that 
American citizens must show that they 
“are not ruled from Red Square in 
Moscow or from under the red hat of 
a New York cardinal who is subservient 
to a foreign pope.” 

Freda Kirchwey, in a talk on “De- 
mocracy and Censorship,” declared: 
“The time is now coming in America 
when liberals in general, including a 
great many Roman Catholic liberals. 
will be forced to consider the proper 
role of clerical power in a democratic 
republic.” 





Hospital Act 
Test Sought 


Dr. Duke K. McCall, executive secre- 
tary of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion’s executive committee, recently an- 
nounced that Southern Baptists will 
cooperate with a proposed court test of 
the Hill Burton Act which allows fed- 
eral aid to church-owned hospitals. The 
Act now provides $150,000,000 an- 
nually for aid to states which support 
“public and other non-profit hospitals.” 
(RNS) 
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Official Approves 
Growth” Film Over 
Catholic Protest 


Parents who believe that it would do 
their children good to see the sex edu- 
cation film, “Human Growth,” may have 
their wishes honored in some parts of 
New York State, thanks to a decision of 
Dr. Herman E. Hilleboe, the State Health 
Commissioner. 

In a letter to Charles J. Tobin, sec- 
retary of the New York State Catholic 
Welfare Committee. Dr. Hilleboe de- 
clared : 

“... there is no encroachment by the 
New York State Department of Health 
on the prerogatives of parents in the 
field of sex education; rather, the modest 
sfforts of the Department in this area 
of health information supplement and 
do not in any way supplant parental sex 
education efforts in the home. Indeed, I 
firmly believe, as a Christian physician 
and parent, that morality and medicine 
must complement and enrich each other 
and, in consequence, promote an en- 
hancing development of the spiritual 
and physical being. 

“It is the considered opinion of pub- 
lic health experts in the State Health 
Department that if large groups of non- 
Catholic parents and teachers wish to 
show these films as part of their pro- 
grams on health education, the Depart- 
ment should meet these demands. If the 
Catholic groups wish to have Catholic 
children excluded from school showings 
of the film, the Department of Health 
will be glad to defer to the Department 
of Education for decision on this mat- 


” 


ter. 



























“FIGHT GOES ON!”’—Archer 


(Continued from page 1) 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ARCHER 


dom” through to ultimate victory. He 
defined the fundamental goals as fol- 
lows:- 

“(1) That the principle of separation 
of church and state which guarantees 
religious freedom to every church shall 
be maintained. 

“(2) That the American public school 
system shall be preserved at all costs. 

“(3) That no power, in the name of 
religion or economics, shall rob Ameri- 
cans of their precious birthright of free- 
dom. 

“(4) That America will not embrace 
clerical fascism to save itself from Com- 
munism. There is a third way—Amer- 
ican democracy with all it means to free 


” 


men. 
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County Board Restricts Sects 
In Use of School Buildings 


The Kanawha County Board of Edy. 
cation, at Charleston, W. Va., has adopt. 
ed a policy that no “particular sect op 
denomination” has a right “to tie y 
public property with regularity” for ; 
own purposes, President Joseph Me 
Cabe announced after the December 
meeting of the board. County Superin 
tendent Virgil L. Flinn was instruet 
to notify sectarian groups that, effectiy 
January 1, they will no longer be pep 
mitted to rent public school meeting 
rooms on a regular basis. 

The action was taken by the board 
after several groups which had been de. 
nied permission to use school property 
accused the authorities of inconsiste 
in allowing the “Youth for Christ” Up. 
ion Mission to hold “Youth for Christ” 
meetings in the Fruth School auditorium | 
over a period of several years. 

In announcing its new policy, the | 
board stated that it would not refuge | 
permission for occasional meetings of | 
religious groups, but would definitely | 
bar frequent use of school property by | 
any one group. (RNS) 


Dawson Work Available 


A limited quantity of J. M. Dawson's 
valuable book, Separate Church and 
State Now, will be distributed by? 
POAU on a non-profit basis to clubs, 
groups and individuals upon request. A 
printing and mailing charge of $2.50 
per copy will be made. This work con- | 
tributes greatly to a true understanding f 
of religious liberty. 


CATHOLIC UNIONS | 
DIVIDE LABOR 


Walter Reuther, president of the’ 
United Automobile Workers and a Cl0) 
vice-president, declared at a recent prest/ 
conference in Paris that “the concept! 
of trade unions based on religious ree 
sons is wrong and strengthens the Com 
munists, but it is a problem which only 
time can solve in Europe.” 

Even as he spoke, however, leaders 
of Europe’s Catholic labor unions wert) 
discussing plans for an international! 
conference to be held in Rome nett 
summer for the purpose of forming # 
World Federation of Catholic Trade Un} 
ionists, to exist alongside of the newly) 
formed International Confederation off 
Free Trade Unions with which the mé 
jor American labor organizations have 


afhliated. 
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* * & 


The proceeds of the Thanksgiving’ 
Sunrise Service at the Mount Vernon) 
Baptist Church, Arlington, Virginit) 
have been forwarded as a gift to POAU! 
by the Rev. Willard R. Pierce, pastotl 
of the church. 
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